
TA Orientation 2004  
Activity 15a.  How to Grade Student Laboratory Reports 

Page 145 

 
How to Grade a Student Laboratory Report 

 
We’ve redefined the quality of writing based on the general writing factors, and how these 
factors relate to the rubric used to grade physics laboratory reports.  We’ve also evaluated the 
sample laboratory report from the laboratory manual.  Now we will go through an example of 
how to grade a student laboratory report. 
 
Individual Tasks: 
 

1. Individually read through the example student laboratory report. 
 
2. Follow closely as we go over the grading of the example student laboratory report. 

 
3. Mark down any and all comments made during the presentation on the example student 

laboratory report. 
 
 
Time:  30 minutes 
 
 
Note:  This activity is to show you how to grade student laboratory reports, so follow along 
closely.
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Grading Two Example Student Laboratory Reports 

 
Now it’s your chance to grade student laboratory reports.  Please keep in mind the 
information from Activities 17 & #18a as you go through the following 2 student 
laboratory reports. 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL TASKS: 
 

1. Individually read through the 2 example student laboratory reports and grade 
them using the grading rubric for physics laboratory reports. 
 
2. Mark down any and all comments on the example student laboratory reports as 
you grade them. 

 
3. Assign points for each student laboratory report on the grading rubric. 

 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION 
 
 
TIME:  30 minutes 
 
 
PRODUCT 
  

Grading rubric; comments and feedback on each student laboratory report. 
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Example #1 
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Example #2 
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Campus Resources for Writing Support 

 
 
Writing Support Network.  The Writing Support Network is a web page that lists support 
services for students in writing classes.  All writing centers home pages are listed. 
 
See:  http://www.writinghelp.umn.edu/ 
 
 
Center for the Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing.  CISW offers workshops for TAs and 
faculty teaching writing-intensive courses.  You can also find on their website sources for sample 
courses, syllabi, and assignments that are writing-intensive. 
 
See:  http://CISW.cla.umn.edu/ 
 
 
Writing-Intensive Resources for Scientific and Technical Disciplines.  This web site provides 
information for faculty and students in scientific and technical disciplines.  Faculty information 
includes suggestions for evaluating written reports, integrating writing in assignments, and 
incorporating revision and peer review.  Student information provides a number of online 
handouts on writing topics such as writing and revising, editing, oral presentations, and student 
collaboration.  Student can also find helpful links to other resources about writing such as other 
writing centers and sources for documentation. 
 
See:  http://www.agricola.umn.edu/writingintensive/ 
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Writing Support Network 
Example – http://cisw.cla.umn.edu/wsn.html 

 
Welcome to the Writing Support Network!  Do you need help with your writing?  
The Centers listed below are rich sources of information for you.  You can take 
your assignment to a walk-in center, submit a question to an online center, or 
explore handouts on everything from how to organize a paper to how to document 
sources. 
 
Writing Centers provide help for all students: writers at all levels of ability and 
experience, those who would like help with English as a second language, and 
those who want assistance because of learning or physical disabilities. 
 

Student Writing 
Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This center provides walk-in assistance with all aspects of writing.  
Consultants can help students with writing assignments and writing 
process skills.  Located in the English Department, 306B Lind 
Hall, hours are generally Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Check the Web site or 
call 612-625-1893 for updated hours of operation.  Students can 
either make appointments or just walk in and can request help once 
or twice or request an ongoing weekly appointment.  Instructor 
referrals are also accepted. 

 
Online Writing 
Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This online resource provides personalized online writing service 
for both undergraduate and graduate students, including 
consulting, interactive skills exercises, and specialized help for 
students in the sciences or technology.  Since this service is online, 
student can submit their questions at any time and receive answers 
within several days.  It is especially useful for students who cannot 
be on campus for face-to-face tutoring.  This service is provided by 
the Rhetoric Department.

 
Center for 
Interdisciplinary 
Studies of Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Center primarily encourages faculty research into writing 
across the curriculum.  Though it does not have tutors for 
undergraduates, it does have a variety of useful writing handouts 
and resources.  The Web site is especially designed to help 
students, faculty, and researchers enhance their writing.  The site 
contains hundreds of useful links to other writing resources around 
the country and information on the University’s writing-intensive 
courses.  Click on “Resources for Undergraduates” for this 
information. 
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Composition 
Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composition is a program of the Department of English.  Through 
its various courses, Composition teaches students to use language 
effectively and creatively, to construct compelling arguments, and 
recognize that writing is empowering.  Most Composition courses 
satisfy the Freshman Writing Requirement.  Composition also 
gives students an introduction to life at the university, good study 
skills, the library and its resources, and the ways knowledge is 
created.  The Composition Web has information, resources, and 
links for students, instructors, and visitors.

 
General College 
Writing Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a walk –in center with undergraduate consultants who can 
work with students at any stage of the writing process.  The center 
also accepts writing questions through email.  Instructors may also 
refer students to the Center for one or two visits or for ongoing 
help.  Located in the Academic Resource Center in 11 Appleby 
Hall, hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday.

 
Minnesota English 
Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minnesota English Center (MEC) provides noncredit 
composition and reading/composition classes for nonnative 
speakers of English who want to improve their English for 
academic, business, or personal reasons.  The MEC also offers 
classes in other skills and provides referrals to qualified tutors who 
charge by the hour for short-term or long-term tutoring.  For 
information on course offering and fees, call 612-624-1503. e-mail 
mec@tc.umn.edu, or visit the MEC website, 
http://www1.umn.edu/mec/ 
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Writing Intensive Coursework Requirements 
 

1. Course grade is directly tied to the quality of the 
student’s writing as well as to knowledge of the subject 
matter, so that students cannot pass the course who 
do not meet minimal standards of writing 
competence 

 
2. Courses requiring a significant amount of writing – 

minimally ten to fifteen finished pages beyond 
informal writing and any in-class examinations.  Note 
that the page guidelines may be met with an assortment 
of short assignments that add up to the total 

 
3. Curses in which students are given instruction on 

the writing aspect of the assignments 
 

4. Courses in which assignments include at least one 
for which students are required to revise a draft 
and resubmit after receiving feedback from the course 
instructor or graduate teaching assistant.  Otherwise, 
writing assignments may be of various kinds and have 
various purposes, as appropriate to the discipline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


